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MINUTES     1'^'" 

OF  THE 

SIXTH  ANNIVERSARY    ^  *    ^^^ 

OF  THE 

Mabama  Baptist  State  Convention. 


¥riu\y,  Mgust  15,  IS29. 

1.  The  Meeting  commenced  by  appointment, 'm  the  Canaan 
Meeting  Hou&e,  in  Jefferson  County.  The  intiodoctory  Sermoa 
was  delivered  by  Brother  Compere,  from  1  Pet.  i.  12,  ••  JFhich 
things  the  angels  desire  to  look  into." 

2.  The  President  and  Recording  Secretary  being  absent.  Bro- 
ther Compere  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Brother  A.  J.  Hol» 
COMBE  appointed  to  minute  the  proceedings.    Brother  Denmis 

prtiyeil,  afii!  i'ax:  CotrrcntroirpruceedeO  TO  DlISTneSS.  ' 

3.  Communications  were  read  from  Auxiliary  Societies,  and 
Delegates'  names  enrolled. 

4.  All  Ministers  present,  of  our  own  as  well  ss  other  denom- 
inations, together  with  members  of  our  churches,  were  invited  to 
a  seat  with  us. 

5.  Brethren  FI.  Holcombe,  Rvan  and  Compere,  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  arrange  the  business  of  the  Convention  ;  Brethren 
Chiles,  Dennis,  Lea,  McCraw  and  Lawler  on  nomination.  The 
pastor  and  deacons  of  the  church  to  select  preachets  durinj;  the 
meeting. 

6.  The  Minutea  of  the  year  not  having  been  publibhed.  thft 
manuscript  was  called  for,  and  read  ;  from  which  it  appeared 
♦hat  Brother  McLean  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  circular,  which 
v»as  presented  and  put  into  the  hands  of  brethren  Chiles  and  Lee, 
for  correction. 

7.  Brother  Crowsen  prayed,  and  the  Convention  adjourned  ti'' 

*.0-!31Qrr0\T  10  o'clock,  A.  51. 


W  ^., 


Saturday,  August  16.  J 

8.  Met  according  to  adjournment ;  prayer  by  Br.Conipire.  I 

9.  The  Circular  was  called  for;  read,  and  ordered  to  beat*  | 
tached  to  the  Minutes.  i 

10.  The  reports  of  Domestic  Missionaiiet  were  called  fort- 
Brother  Ellis  reported,  by  letter,  that  he  had  spent  forty-one  days  | 
in  the  service  of  the  Conv  'ion;  that  he  had  baptized  seven  i 
persons;  lia<l  been  at  the  ordination  of  six  ministers  and  two  i 
deacons,  and  that  he  had  attended  the  formation  of  one  Associa-  | 
tion  ;  but  knowing  the  low  state  of  our  funds,  he  hoped  the  Con-  | 
ventioa  wnuld  receive  it  as  a  gratuitous  service.  Brother  H.  j 
Holcombe  reported  that  in  1827  he  had  rode  forty-nine  days;  » 
had  been  at  the  constituting  of  one  church,  and  the  ordination  of  ! 
two  deacons,  which  had  been  previously  reported  by  letter,  but  did 
not  reach  the  Convention ;  that  since  that  period  he  had  rode  twen- 
ty one  days,  with  s  view  of  serving  the  inlereits  of  the  Conven- 
tion, but  that  he  desired  no  compensation  for  that  service. 

11.  ff^so/t'erf,  That  brethren  Elli*  and  Ilulcombe  are  entitled  to  . 
the  thank*  of  the  Convention,  for  their  disinterested  services.         '  ^ 

12.  Brother  Crowson  reported  t!iat  in  1827  he  had  rode  luen- 

ty  uuja,  u...^:\,:^\   C.^t  ^..liJ   aba-*  the   airuc  n=n-.brr.      Fcr  tire 

first  number  it  was  considered  that  Brother  Crowson  was  entitled 
to  the  same  compeLsation  as  all  oiher  missionaries  who  served 
the  Convention  uring  that  period  ;  but  that  for  the  latter  number 
of  day«  he  would  be  compensated  agreeably  to  the  19Lh  article^ 
in  the  Minutes  of  1827. 

13.  Brother  McCraw,  with  the  Treasurer,  was  appointed  to 
arrange  the  funds. 

14.  Resolved,  That  for  the  present,  it  is  thought  inexpedient 
to  appoint  more  than  one  agent;  and  it  appearing  probable  that 
Brother  Butler  could  be  obtained  to  fill  that  office'!  it  was 

Besolved  That  there  be  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  in  Montgo- 
mery,  on  the  TiiJiiy  Ufoie  the  fifth  Sabbath  in  November  next, 
to  consult  with  him,  and  make  such  arrangements  as  they  may 
thiiik  proper. 

16  As  many  of  the  friends  of  this  body  have  failed  in  their 
attendance,  it  is 

B^olvii,  Tb«  «t,  «ho  are  preienf,  deem  it  proper,  ia  the 


,(    3    ) 

fear  and  strength  oF  the  Lord,  to  bind  oorgelved  to  &  more  hearty 
uniiing  together  in  furthering  the  important  objects  we  have  m 
view. 

IT.  Believing  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  Christians  toencoursge 
jind  support  every  object  that  is  calculated  to  advance  the  inter- 
est of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  among  men  ;  and  pursuaded  that 
Bible  societies,  Tract  societiei,  Sabbath  schools,  and  all  such  in- 
stitutions are  eminently  suited  to  that  ourpose— 

Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  them  as  worthy  of 
the  most  prayerful  attention,  and  liberal  support  of  our  brethren. 

18.  The  committee  on  nomiDation  reported,  and  wer«  dis- 
charged. 

19.  Resolved,  That  the  nexf  meeting  of  this  body  be  held  at 
Canton,  Wilcox  County,  to  commence  on  Friday,  before  the  2d 
Sabbalh  in  November,  1830;  that  Brother  Travis  preach  the  in- 
troductory Sermon,  or,    in  case  of  failure.  Brother  Butler;  that 

•Brother  Compere  prepare  a  Circular  Address,  ud  the  necessity 
and  importance  of  ministerial  education. 

20.  Resolved,  That  two  hundred  copies  of  our  Minutes  bt 
printed. 

21.  The  commit{(^e  appointed  to  select  Preachers  nomii.ated, 
for  Saluiday,  Brothers  Lawier,  Dennis,  CrowsoQ  and  Ryan  ;  for 
the  Sabbath.  Collier,  Compere  and  McKee. 

22.  Agreed  that  on  the  Sabbath  we  commemorate  together  tha 
Supper  of  our  Lord. 

23.  The  Convention  adjourned  to  the  stand,  and  after  the  re- 
ligious services  were  ended,  separated  under  the  hope  of  mMt« 
ing  again  at  the  time  and  place  above  mentioned. 
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A  LIST  OF  RETURNS. 


SOCIETIES.  DELEGATES.  eOKTIlIBUTIONI, 

^         ^      ,  <  John  Dennis,  7>  *V.  F.  M. 

ferry  County,        |  ^    (,    MCraw.      2  9  50        B  10  50 

0rnn  County.  )  ^C:;:s^J„^^^Es.       ^  ^°  ^'^  ^^ 

TH.  HOLCOMBK, 

Jgfferson  County,        -j  R,  Uockett.  Sen.     11  62^ 

^J.  A.  HoLCOMBE. 

^lontgomery  County,     L.  CoMPEns.  C  87^ 

5?//fl/i  La.  Society,         John  Ellis.  12  5Ci 

DONATIOVS  AND  COLLECTIONS 

j5«  B.  Springs,  Shelby  Connfy^by  \L 

HoLCOMBE 3  00 

^t  Hebron,  l)o.  23  50 

M  Hopewell,  Ferry  County,     ....    27  50 

M  Canaan  Church 8  18| 

Robert  Scott  and  Sister, 2  50  2  50 

SOCIRTTFS  NOT  RKTlTRRn, 

Tuicaloosa  co.  so.       Marian  la.  so.  Bellville  la.  so. 


Monroe  co.  so.            Ilopewe 

11  la 

•0.         Muaroe 

la.  so. 

Coaecub  co.  so.          AVilcox 

la.  so. 

* 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

For 

D. 

M.        F  M. 

EducM. 

Salancft  io  hand. 

S18 

sri    go  00 

810  00 

ileceired  at  this  meeting. 

•08 

75         SO  50 

ACCOUNT  WITH  DOME 

.STIC  MISSIONARIES. 

Due 

To 

be  paid  by  th» 

Due 

at  this  meding. 

Trfasurer. 

at  th.it  tvne. 

To                      D.    c. 

D.  c. 

D.    c. 

Brother  Ryan,          a  28* 

5   84 

2  44i 

Crowgen     23  60 

16  67 

6  93 

Holfombe,  55  38 

39   12i 

10  25^ 

Pfrkins,      12   I8| 

R  00 

4   18} 

Travis,       29  26| 

20  67 

8  59i 

-•:/        Ell  15.            9  68 

6  84 

2  84 

BIyfhe,        11   94 

7  94 

4  00 

Haines,         1  1^7 

1  97 
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RKCAPITULATION. 

for  Domettic  Missions,       S  IST*  fi2i 
Foreign         Do.  30  50 

£(luc»tioD(  10  00 


168  I2k 


APPROPRIATIONS. 
To  Domestic  Miasionnries,        2  108    5^ 
To  the  General  CoDventioD,  50  50 

For  Priming  Mioutes,  20  GO 


158  55^ 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 
Brolber   JOHN  ELLIS.  President. 

J.  RYAN,  }  ,..      „      . ,    , 

H.  HOl.COMBE  S  ^♦^^-■P''"'^^"'*'- 

L.  COMPKRE.  Corresponding  Secretary. 
A.  J.  U0LC()\]1^E,.  Recording  Secretary. 
TEMPLE  LEE.  Treasurer. 

MANAGERS. 

25rethreD^oHN'^lAY7    '  Brelhura  Kob£rt  Marsk, 

James  L.  Gouee,  J.  Harhison, 

II.  W.  MiDDi.ETo:;,  A.  G.  M'Cravt, 

John  Gindrat,  Joun  Denms, 

K.  King,  Joab  Lawlrr, 

R.  II.  Scott,  Jamrs  M.  Scott, 

AGENT. 


DOMESTIC  MISSIONARIES. 
John  Elu9|  J.  Perkins. 

(Signed)    A.  K.  UOLCOiiBE,  Becording  Secrettrt/: 
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'The  Baptist  StaU  Convention  of  Alabama, 

To  our  Bretliren  in  s;eneraL 
Dear  rjiiFTiiurA', 

We  liuvf  u  claim  on  your  attention!  A  claim,  founded  on 
the  vitnl  pnnr iplei.  of  life  and  immortality  ;  a  claim,  not  only  on 
jour  patient  rciidiricr  of  this  liitle  Atl«lre«s,  but,  aho,  for  jour  ile- 
iiberate  cotisidcation  thereof,  as  a  subject  irivolving  the  very 
hijriiebt  business  of  lium.iii  lilc. 

\\V  are  in  earnest  I  Not  to  amuse  yon  with  fanciful  words, 
but  to  reach  your  uridcrbtandinf^  with  unadulterated  truth.  We 
tlo  not  addr«^s  vou  as  a  popular  assembly  !  — Popularity  often 
carries  »he  world  in  iU  train,  with  little  dep«f'dence  on  truth  : — 
v.hile  reason,  remands  tlie  multitude  to  rectitude  of  tlioujiht  and 
fjction  by  a  slow  progression. — Nor  do  we  allcmpi  to  labour  in 
arRun.enf,  to  pro\e  il)c  ihiritjs  which  the  Chrihfi.'tn  woiId,witIi 
open  ♦  yos,  carini>t  avoid  wem^  for  ttipmsclves.  It  it  weienotan 
evanfjf  lical  woik,  the  whole  fctrenji'h  of  anti-christian  subtlety, 
ipleen,  and  raiuorous  ambition,  would  ij(tt  have  been  leveled 
apainst  its  opt  rations.  We  do  "ee,  that  in  any  shape  of  Mit-wion- 
•Tiy  cjcertion,  us  in  nil  other  true  frims  of  proceeding,  by  the 
Chur(.h  of  Christ,  there  is  an  oppn?;iti;;  medium  ol  action.  The 
powers  of  darkness,  have,  in  eveiy  age,  betn  permitted  to  sus- 
tain a  dreadful  warfare;  but  they  never  have,  anil  ^^e  rtjoiceVA 
believing  they  never  can  prevail,  otily  so  far  as  to  manilest  the 
Sovereign  purposes  in  so  permitting,  and  the  Almighty  power  in 

should  we  now  wonder  at  it? — that  the  very  dcptli  of  falanic  in- 
•vention  has  always  bpen  practised  to  produce  ilisseiilion  in  the 
Church  of  Christ  I  Dis-^ention  and  inactivity  fortn  at  once 
strength  to  our  enemies,  and  weakness  to  ourselves.  Ourohject, 
then,  is  plainlj  to  declare,  that  we  have  no  views  distinct  from 
the  uniteil  interest  of  the  Church  ;  from  the  fellowship  of  the 
Spirit.  What  argum«nts  will  you  require  to  be  convinced  of  this? 
And  if  the  love  of  Ctirist  will  not  cotmiraiit  voo  to  f.ill  in  with 
us,  what  powers  of  sympaUiy  will  you  wait  for  ?  Dues  conference 
^vith  flesi)  and  blood — does  the  world — and  do  the  evil  inHuences 
of  the  powers  of  darkness,  persuiide  you  that  we  are  ru/inirg  be- 
lore  the  precepts  of  the  Gospel  ?  WouM  these  insidious  a- 
gents  have  >ou  to  8u>>pect  in  us  some  specious  design — some  flat- 
tering speculation  ?  We  invite  you  try  the  case  to  the  bottom  1 
fcrutinise  the  motives  ;  brin?;  every  work  to  the  li'dit.  We  ask 
this  as  a  favour;  wc  demanti  it  a^  u  commgn  ri^lu  anjong  brcf'i- 
j»n;  we  insist  upon  it.ifyoo  would  do  yourselves  and  us  justice  ! 
If  we  have  gone  uronj;,  the  miiltitude  of  your  brethren  who  have 
80  gone,  and  the  magnitude  of  their  error,  cries  after  you  for  their 
ppeedy  return.  But  if  fhey  have  really  gone  in  pursuit  of  their 
duty,  and  are  looking  with  prayerful  air.iety  for  your  coming  up 
to  their  hidp,  h'lU'  ta  i  you  delay?  To  bit  still,  is  to  die  !  To 
cppobt;  iLa  ttuth,  \i  to  injure  your  own  soul,    But  to  be  woik- 


'M 
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era  together  with  God.  is  to  enjoy  His  presence— it  k  to  \\^e  (,^ 
ourselves,  to  live  tor  the  world,  to  live  unto  and  witli  Gou  I  Huw 
lUen  shall  we  be  the  workers  together:  is  it  to  l^e  by  ilte  jjbiiH 
and  devices  of  mea  ?  No  !  But  by  the  precepts  of  ilie  Gasp*-:  1 
IJut  we  are  not  all  agreed  about  these  precepts.  Come  Ihca  and 
let  us  confer  together. 

The  Gospi-I  says,  ••go  evrry  where,  nnd  teach  all  nations." — 
\Vill  you  question  when  it  is  to  be  done  ?  We  itiluk  you  wouKl 
agree,  that,  whenever  there  is  no  Piovidenlial,  no  physical,  nor 
moral  hindrance, a»nounti?i<;  to  humitn  imp'-ssibiiity.  the  commanil 
requires  direct  obi'dicriie.  The  time  has  been,  when  urdiiDittijd 
obedience  was  not  praciicahlc.  The  rcii;n  of  antichii^t  was  ucs- 
tined  to  have  it  tertn,  and  its  uccoinplishuieiit.  The  Piuviilence 
of  God  h:»»  already  declared  that  the  ;;Iory  ol  liis  stienjjth  is  luded 
awny. — *'Tiie  mii'^hty  ones  shall  fall,  and  a  liltle  one  sliall  became 
a  ttious;\iid."  There  i»  nolliini;,  now,  to  biridcr  the  CLurth  fn  m 
going  forth  in  her  strength;  c,iu\  tl'at  slreni',tli  shall  be  renewed, 
by  wailing  upon  tlie  counsels  of  the  Mo-it  lliih.  until  the  wiuile 
f)f  liis  work  shall  be  accomj>Ii>hed.  Alrcaily,  by  the  S{)iiit  cf 
His  "  '.'"''  'le  is  cuusuniintr  ar»d  casli;*,";  w'mk'n ;  i-^r  thii  Is  t!if» 
'*' V  *.'""^*^<'  ,.^n/»-  of  operation.  Tlie  j/liyiical  revolutions  of 
^"^ation.s  a,v  iuicr  the  l>:ri-- .-oiilrol;  who  sli:ip,'S  ihcm  accor- 
."'"g  frt  (lie  (unsi-ls  ofllis  oun  will ;  buf.suiely,  i(  is  IlisSpiilt, 
"'  'he  Gospi,  whicti  is  to  give  the  roign  ot  atiiiclirhst  ihe  deulli 
^'i'>\v.  UoviUcr.,  shall  Wc  w.iit  to  see  it  «-xpire  ?  Uduld  we 
J".''^  fo  warogainit  a  prt.stiato  enciu)  ?  Already  the  L'ld  of 
><<gy^£  ;n^'\'iterii);j  liis  armies  fn  flic  buitla  1  TLc-i^iu^a^l.  i<  to 
be  <  "on.  noil)v  power,  not  by  the  niiglit  of  men,  "  bat  by  n»y  Spirit, 
saii\  |i  (he  Loud  " 

Dv)  vou  :.'\t  intjuirc,  how  is  (hi«  work  to  be  done?  We  an- 
8wer,\  fif^t.ljy  liaving  a  mind  to  work,  and  then  by  using  all  the 
naturar  andall  tiie  moral  powois  which  Goo  has  enabled  us  l<» 
apply  tdsiHii.  service.  All  Nature  is  the  woik  of  His  hands,  ai.d 
we  have  r.\AjitVuig  in  Nature,  or  in  Grace,  but  what  may  be  mads 
subscrvieiii\(i  the  purposes  of  the  Gospel.  The  gold  and  the 
silver  which  U^  has  made,  were  designed,  suboidinately,  tor  t.'ie 
secular  conveni<^;ce  of  mat;,  but  more  j)riniarily  for  hi;;lter  objects; 
and  as  far  as  nioiey  can  be  made  subiervieiit  to  flu*  nece.--«itici 
of  those  whose  liv-s  are  directed  to  the  Gi««pel.  that  hiiiluMohj.-ct 
may  be  answered.  The  knowledge  that  the  world  is  in  love  uitli 
money,  does  not  anjDw;-t  to  an  argument  (i£ainst  ii8  abundant  use 
for  religious  purposes,  'lie  idolaters,  an»l  all  the  falsely  reli- 
gious world,  having  no  bettor"  ■•-crifice  to  oiler,  bring  it  profusely 
to  their  profane  altars  ;  but  llie  disciples  of  Christ  satiiJice  ii 
without  the  camp — or  to  external  purposes. 

There  is,  now,  much  necessity  for  it.  It  is  required  not  oiilr 
for  the  daily  support  of  Teachers,  but  also  for  tlie  lar^o  supply  of 
materials — for  ccmpejisation  to  artists  and  lab»j:crs  to  lurnish 
copies  of  the  Scriptures  and  other  Looks,  for  l!.e  instruction  <;f 
millions  of  our  fellow  mortals,     'ihe  wi\nl  ct  cvoperation  of  o.:f 
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btithrtn,  it.  now,  the  grettent  ubsttcU.  The  work  Is  actuilly  in 
progreis,  and  will,  aasuredly  i;o  oo  ;  but  from  a  rational  view  of 
the  subject,  we  do  not  hesitate  »o  laj  that  a  general  union  of 
our  brethren  would  increase  our  energies  an  hundred  fold,  with* 
Out  being  burdensome  to  any.  And  we  are  authorized  to  believe, 
that  as  far  as  our  labour  has  exteuded,  it  hds  not  been  in  vain."— 
For  what  then  are  you  wailing?  We  ask  you  to  do  nothing  but 
what  the  Gospel  enjoins.  VVe  do  not  profess  perfection  in  our 
system  of  operation  ;  erery  work  to  whiili  we  put  our  hands  is 
more  or  le'S  contaminated  wilh  human  impprfections ;  bat  this 
does  n<;t  excus;  us  from  laying  to  our  hands,  nor  can  it  arail 
you,  to  poiot  out  our  errors,  if  you  will  net  assist  lis  to  correct 
them. 

We  could  now  fill  p%ge»    with  well  authenticated    accounts, 
which  havp  filled  our  hearts,  of  the  good  effects  of  our  Missiona- 
ry brethren  in  many  parts  of  the  earth,  but  such  information  ii 
abundantly  wifliin  vnur  reach.     VVe  would  rather  mention,  ae  a 
subject  of  very  serious  grief,  that  the  names  of  sonar  of  our  breth- 
ren, and  other  morally  disposed  persons,  are  known  as  «ub"-r)ber6 
for  such  periodiraTpiJiTmvvinna  a*  are  solely  devoted  •- /'dK 
Icus  misrepresentation  of  th»^  Gobpei  ca^«'.^— ~***'^*d,  inibibfl, 
and  coaimunicate  'Huch  fir  brands. ^i.nrr!.,  "and  dedil,  and  to  ne- 
glect those  sources  of  corri«ct  infortnalioii  which  wereirst  brought 
into  use  for  salutary  purposes,   we  «.iy,  does  solemn.'  ciHect  ou 
hearts.   We  hope  our  brethren  will  not  continue  so  to  i'».     W!»(|        ^ 
such  publications  are  imposed    on  the  world,  it    is   w»'l  to  rea^.    ,_ 
«»,  li-xi-n  o.  uitiii  ui*  i.j«f  vic  lif  t-«««s*t  y   10  vuitiuie  in«J"  aoft;,)^,       fjt 
and  expose  their  wickedness;     but  surely,  you   williar^  ^..     ;r© 
than  that  is  bidding  them  God  speed.     These  e njji res.iv I) /(/   ,       a»C 
up  mire  and  dirt,  are  now  abroad  in  the  earth.     VVhj^»ro  l^  ^*J, 
not  io  motion  before  the  friends  of  truth  employed  t^  n/r     !    *  to 
communicate,  weekly,  the   operaMons  of  the   G'»spel    !>  *i  o  jot 
not  read  in  some  of  them  that  the  prince  of  darkn^sj,   -■^'.  system- 
atizing to  bring  his  several  bands  in  closer  order.     X^,^  design  is 
a  united  church,  and  »he  little  scruples  with  regard, /ro   the  Bible 
being  the  Word  of  God,  are,  according  to  the&e  (Jfeceitful  charm- 
ors,  all  to  be  laid  aside. 

These  things  w'«  lenve  with  you.  hoping  that  the  day  is  not 
far  diatant  when  we  shall  see  eye  to  eye  and  be  all  of  one  heart 
tni  ont  mind,  in  the  thin^^s  which  make^^  peace  and  salvation 
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J>ijt*k^^omtry :  J'rum  tht  Jvurnat  rrtss. 
1829. 


//A 


1  <■ '  V> ' 


Pt^^C-C^ 


^  *^ 


^ 


^> 


(^;^c^^  <::^'-^zi'-^-^e^^^  -'tSe'-       -^ 


, '^'^^i^^'^-'t^;  .^T^T)^  ^^ 


/^ 


v^... 


•;-5v- 


'■'■■^■:.r'';:..y 


-    w -...'•■• 


/:    .  •  ■  \  •   ,  ■'• 


,'';  "   •/   i--ri^'m\ 


.   '^J 


\:-k-.: 


'■'■'■  - 


SAMFORD  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY 


1  1  00266058 
Special  Collections 

GENERAL 
BX  1823-41" 

6470.1 
.A4 

Alabama  Baptist  State 

Convention. 

Annual 


X  ROOM  USE  ONLY 


